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Emmy-award winner Ron Jones and veteran performer Larry Jay Tish will be performing their show “The
Black-Jew Dialogues” on Saturday, April 14, in the Colonial Hall of Squires Student Center from 8 p.m. to
9:30 p.m. 

Through various forms of comedy the two performers will discuss racism, prejudice, diversity, and
understanding in hopes of altering the audience’s perspective on the nature of their biases. They took time to
talk to the Collegiate Times about their upcoming performance. 

Collegiate Times: What is your show, “The Black-Jew Dialogues,” about? 

Larry Jay Tish: It’s about two guys who come together and try to figure out why we don’t get along, why
things aren’t better amongst people. It starts with a black guy and a Jewish guy discussing their history and
their commonalities, and then it branches out to all of us through a series of skits, video, improvisations,
game show, and puppetry. It’s basically a story of these two guys trying to hash all this out. Some of it’s
comedic; some of it’s not. By the end, hopefully you’ll have a better understanding that our commonalities
are way more important than our differences.

CT: How did you come up with the idea for the show?

Ron Jones: Larry had an idea in his head, and he had a title. He wanted to write a show that dealt more with
our personal family stories. So that led us to doing a little bit of research. We read a couple of books; one of
them was the book, “Blacks and Jews,” by Michael Lerner. And we just started writing and it actually turned
out to be quite a process. We went about 100 miles west of Boston just so we could get away for the
weekend. And we were so productive that we went back again a couple more times and by the end we had a
script that was almost 120 pages long.

CT: What do you want your audiences to take away from the show?

Tish: I’d like them to take away a couple of things. We don’t talk about diversity very much. It comes up
maybe once a year on campus during diversity week or comes up during Black History Month. We should
think about not only diversity but our own history. What do we know about our past? What do we know
about our own people? The other thing is a call to action for people to just do a little bit more in their daily
lives, like fighting their own racism and bigotry – their own stereotypes of people – and just think more
before they do and say things about others that they don’t really know or understand.

Jones: I’d just like to remind people that we’ve got a very special opportunity here to embrace or at least
learn about other cultures in a way that is going to make you a better person.

CT: How do you think your show has made an impact in terms of promoting diversity and breaking
stereotypes?

Jones: We know that people get it. We know that from the conversations we have with the people who come
and talk to us after the show. We know that they walk away feeling like they’ve gotten something that they
see they took for granted or just never thought about at all.
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Tish: During the discussions after our performance, lots of people — maybe hundreds — have really spoken
about their own pain and their own suffering in a public forum, which I don’t think they’ve really done
before. They shared stuff and opened up and I think that that’s a part of healing for them and for everybody
that is a part of it. 

So I know it’s had that effect on people, for sure. I think the comedy has a lot to do with it. I like to say that
when people sit down and laugh together that something’s happened between us, there’s been a connection
made. It seems to make people more comfortable.

Find this article at: http://www.collegiatetimes.com/stories/19638/comedians-to-visit-tech-saturday
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