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To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing to recommend “The Black Jew Dialogues,” a theater act performed by Ron Jones and Larry 
Jay Tish, whose satirical comedy aims its gentle barbs at racial and religious prejudice, the immediate 
focus being on Jewish-Black relations.  Their message is that, for all our significant differences, we share 
both a history as victims (and survivors) of oppression and a cultural orientation as joyful, life-affirming 
ethnicities, and that we need to listen to each other—and work together—to make the future (for all 
people) better than the past. 
 
Larry and Ron—who are a dynamic duo of role-changing, costume-switching, voice-altering actors—
performed their show at the Wethersfield, Connecticut synagogue, Temple Beth Torah, where I serve as 
rabbi.  They walked us through their kinetic portfolio of facetious skits and sketches, accompanied by 
hilarious interactive audiovisual.  A few examples:  We were treated to their in-drag rendition of two 
elderly women (one Black, one Jewish) comparing notes about their respective cultures’ cuisines, child-
rearing methods and repertoire or laundry list of kvetcherei/irritations.  We saw them on screen as puppets 
conducting a real-life interview of passersby asked to weigh in with an understanding and assessment of 
Jewish and Black people and culture.  We were treated to amusing and thought-provoking quizzes/brain-
teasers on Jewish and African-American history.  The two thespian wizards, performing in our sanctuary 
right on the bimah/pulpit, bounced around, bantering wittily, and taking on multiple roles—like ethnic 
chameleons switching appearance every few seconds. The wackiness of their costumes and props 
(imagine a middle-age man dressed up as and talking like his grandmother!) was at times enough to bring 
down the house in laughter. 
 
My goal in bringing them to Temple Beth Torah was to plant a seed of interest—within our congregation 
and in the community at large—in theater as a way to raise our spirits, connect with religious heritage, 
and bring Jewish people into dialogue with the larger world.  They exceeded my expectations and earned 
high praise from the audience that night.  Indeed, their creative, thought-provoking, highly entertaining 
brand of improvisational theater is more than worth the ticket price, and I hope you will take my cue and 
invite Ron and Larry to come perform “The Black Jew Dialogues” for you. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to be in touch with me.  You may call me at 860-665-8014 or 
e-mail me at sethriemer@aol.com. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Rabbi Seth Riemer 
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