Search washingionctypaper com GO BEST OF ILC. CRAFTY BASTARDS

ARE TODAY
Buraka 5om Sistema at U Street Music g 0
Hall ﬁ :

HOME ~  NEWS, BLOGS. & COLUMNS ~  FDOD &DRINK =  ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT -

FRINGE

PROMOTIONS ~  CLASSIFIEDS -

Azk a Question!

i

‘Black Jew Dialogues’

Posled by Shafty Gordon on il 17, 20038 &l 1233 pm Search Fringe & Purge m
Black Jew [Nalogues

4 PREVIIUS HEXT &
Warehouse — Main Stage Euge B D ifiss s Deflar
Remalning Performances. Ll
Thursday, Juty 17 @ 500 PM, Friday, July 18 @ MIDNIGHT NOW FHH"?“W“ ON THE DC AREA’S
Saturday. July 19 @ 930 PM, Sunday. July 20 @ 2 30 PM -

They say: “Who knew thal rednecks, slavery, bar mitzvahs, and chicken bvers
were so funny! Hilanous multimedia romp of sketches, improv, thealre, and
video, which reveal ihe absurdity of prejudice and hate Has loured (he US and
UK 1o rave réviews.”

sheffy's take: No, Sammy Davis Jr. 15 nof talking to another back Jew This
show (whose titke is missing a *7~ between “Black™ and “Jew”) stars improv
comedians Ron Jones (ihe black guy) and Larmy Jay Tish (the Jewish guy) in an
abbreviated version of their iaidgoees. This musl-ses Fringe real puls "PCT

back into ethnic stereatype

I hate to admat it but | usually force mysed to laugh at stand-up comedians
because | can't actually figure out what everyone else thinks is 50 funny. Not
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here—I didn't have 1o fake a single snigger in what was easily ihe most E‘\.,_‘ l"ﬁ
enteraining Fringe show M've séen 1o dale The personalibes porrayed by the

lalented Jones and Tish, their hand puppel alter egos, their racist- .
but-adorable-granny costumes, and even pre-recorded video projections of Archives
themsedves that join the conversation il the stage with enough racists 1o <KhY SR
populate a grand jury in Loutsiana The Key to comedy 5 timing and every '_:' :w

movement has been carefully engineered 1o allow the actors 1o zip through a
mynad of characlers—Io squeeze it all in, they lalk right over their incessant
costume changes As they Iy 1o cateh their breath Detween skelches,
pre-recorded streel interviews miustrate the cultural guifl they are Irying 1o
brdge

As a well-raveled touring show. the performance 15 almost rote. yel al imes
Ihey seamiessly switch to improvisation. Askde from an outdated Barry Bonds
quip. the references are not yet stale, bul there's room Ior new matenial. A word
1o the wise: the theater was close 1o full, and it may sell gut as word spreads. If
¥OU come earty 1o claim a seal. a slideshow of witty aphorisms and black/Jew
frivia whets your appetite

Despile starting the show by teling audiences 1o “Turm off your cell phones
turmn off your prejudices,” making comedy about racism without offending
anyone (besides rednecks) takes chutzpah They succeed because they
earnestly wanl 1o éngage theé community in a dialogue about race and cullure
and their commitment shines ihrough

See it if: You lked Avenve Q bul didn't understand that the “monsters”™ were
people of color__ or if you want ko leam how to wear 3 yanmulke on a Fro

Skip it it You've gof something else 50 important that vou can't take an hour
from your busy sehediuie I'm not your mother 5o 1 cant tell you what 1o do, bul
you'ne onfy hiurting yoursed (and you'll be haunted by Jewish guill for the rest of
your life)
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